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Now these various powers and responsibilities are
supposed to be entrusted, under the true Cabinet
system, to the same hands, and they are exercised
in an atmosphere of public discussion. They are
combined in a governing Council, which derives its
existence from a Representative Chamber chosen
directly by the electorate. "The people [that is,
the qualified voters] have allowed an executive to
lubsist, with apparently wide powers; but they
virtually choose this executive, and keep it in so
close and constant a dependence upon their plea-
sure, that it dare not act against what it believes
their will to be." * The nation can be master in
its own house, its energies can be directed along
one channel, instead of being dissipated by want
t>f unity. The officers, the sailors, and the engi-
neers of the ship of state, can work in conjunction,
with combined purpose and harmony of will. The
House of Commons is theoretically strong, because
it can call the Ministry to account for every act, and
compel their resignation by refusing supplies. The
Ministry is its servant, but not its slave; for it can
advise the King to dissolve Parliament, appeal to
the nation, and ask it to decide.

Some of the acutest of American publicists have
been specially struck by the manner in which our
system, unlike their own, makes power, both to
legislate and to govern, the direct prize and result
of successful leadership in popular assemblies. A
national Parliament, they say, should train poli-
ticians for practical statesmanship, it should exhibit
them to the country, so that when men of ability
are wanted, they can be found. " In those Grovern-
* Bryce, American Commonwealth, i 218.